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A CHRISTMAS 
BLESSING 

God make your home a 
Bethlehem, 

With angels all around,  
And make your heart a 

manger,  
Where Jesus can be found. 

May Christmas morning 
find you 

With those you love the 
best,  

And Christmas evening 
bless you 

With happiness and rest.  

Ways to Keep Up with Bob & Robin 
(or, as is more likely, Robin via Bob) 

Website: www.bobhostetler.com 
Facebook: Bob Hostetler 

Author page: facebook.com/
AuthorBobHostetler 

Twitter: bobhoss

So much can happen in a year. For Bob and Robin Hostetler of  Hamilton, 
Ohio, 2017 was a beautiful year, not only because they enjoyed the Carole 
King musical of  that title at The Aronoff  Center in Cincinnati, but also  
because they marked forty years of  marital bliss in June. The lovely Robin was 
promoted to Clinical Director of  Youth Services in her work as a therapist at 
Access Counseling Services in Middletown, Ohio. Bob continued writing and 
speaking, but at mid-year added “literary agent” and “executive editor” to his 
responsibilities (see page 3 for more info). They enjoyed a couple days at Great 
Wolf  Lodge and Kings Island with the grandkids, made it to a few Cincinnati 
Reds’ games (and a Dayton Dragons game),  and exulted in a couple 
performances at the new home of  the Cincinnati Shakespeare Company. The 
family again supported the Great Strides Walk to benefit cystic fibrosis research 
(their team, “McCane’s Miracles”—named for Calleigh and Ryder—raised 
more than $12,000 this year) and sponsored an “online red kettle,” by which 
means they and their friends raised more than $500 to help those in need at 
Christmas. They also continued to worship and serve as often as possible at 
Cincinnati’s Vineyard Community Church, along with their daughter, son-in-
law, three grandchildren, and their son-in-law’s parents.  



From Maine to Hawaii. Bob and the lovely Robin’s 2017 
travels took them here, there, and everywhere. Bob’s speaking 
ministry took him to various spots in Ohio, Minnesota, 
California, North Carolina, Indiana, Maine, and Illinois. In 
late April and early May, they took a glorious fortieth 
anniversary fifteen-day cruise to and around Hawaii (photo 
above left), visiting four of  the islands, taking ukulele and hula 
lessons, and having an amazing time. In July, Bob took his 
annual prayer retreat at the Abbey of  Gethsemani with his 
friend Bill Riley and visited the Kentucky Shakespeare Bard-
a-Thon for the second year in a row. Bob and Robin enjoyed 
numerous Reds’ games (above center), visited Camp 

Swoneky’s family camp meetings in August and Kings Island 
(with their daughter, son-in-law, and grandkids) in September. 
Bob joined a few writer friends for an overnight writers’ 
retreat in Louisville in September. They traveled to California 
twice (and Bob appended one more to a speaking 
engagement) to visit their son, Aaron, and family (as well as a 
brief  reunion with their Baker relations in Concord, CA—
above right). Robin got to spend a few days with her sister 
Mariruth and family in November while Bob spoke in 
Chicago, after which they left immediately for a whirlwind 
weekend visit (including a book signing) to “Amish Country” 
in Holmes County, Ohio. 

WESTWARD HO 
As 2017 draws to a close, Aubrey, Kevin, Calleigh, Ryder, and Avery McCane are packing and 
preparing to end their Ohio residency. Aubrey will start a new position with Collaborative 
Solutions in January, and the family plans a mid-March 2018 move to Rancho Cucamonga, in 
the Los Angeles area. Calleigh is a second-grader who turned eight in November and recently 
finished her latest round of  dance lessons. Ryder turns six at the end of  December, is in 
kindergarten, and excels at t-ball (he also knows every player on the Cincinnati Reds—and 
their numbers!). Avery turned three in September, is (mostly) potty-trained, and can’t wait to 
enter preschool next Fall. In June, the family all participated in Alex and Maggie McCane’s 
wedding in Tucson, their first (but probably not last) visit there. While Calleigh was 
hospitalized twice in 2017, she won both of  those fights, and Ryder had his lung function 
plummet at midyear but pulled out of  it before having to be hospitalized (both Calleigh and 
Ryder cope daily with cystic fibrosis). Kevin worked as production assistant on several movies, 
including one with Robert Redford. 

CALIFORNIA STARS 
The Aaron and Nina Hostetler family of  San Jose, California (sob) had a great 2017 (the fires 
and floods that plagued parts of  California in 2017 did not affect them directly). Aaron still 
works at Apple, doing top secret work making the world better through technology. Late in 
2017, Nina accepted a new job (to start in 2018) with StitchFix, an online subscription and 
personal shopping service. Miles turned ten last June, and is now a fifth-grader. He completed 
his tenure as a Cub Scout and will become a Boy Scout in the new year. He also started 
training in parkour, a sport developed from military obstacle course training that includes 
running, climbing, swinging, vaulting, jumping, rolling, etc. Mia, who turned eight last 
February and is in third grade, has taken up soccer and has excelled at it. She likes reading 
and math, and of  course being a teenager-in-training. The family worships together at San 
Jose’s The Point Church, where Miles has recently started to help run the sound system in the 
children’s ministry. Aaron and Nina frequently lead worship there (and are often called upon 
to support other churches in the area as worship leaders and worship team members).  

HERE, THERE, EVERYWHERE



It's not every day—or even every year—that an author sees two books released within days of  
each other. But 2017 hasn't been just any year. Two Bob Hostetler books released in April 
2017. The Return (Book Two of  the two-part Northkill Amish series) is a historical novel set 

during the French and Indian Wars of  
the mid-eighteenth-century. Coauthored 
with Bob's distant cousin, J. M. 
Hochstetler, it tells the stories of  Jakob 
Hochstetler (the authors' ancestor) and 
his sons, Joseph and Christian, who were 
all taken captive after the now-famous 
Hochstetler massacre of  1757 (related in 
Northkill). Christy-Award-winning novelist 
Lori Benton says, "Skillfully researched 
detail--both the 18th century Amish and 
that of  Native America--heart-wrenching 
emotional journeys, and profoundly 
rendered themes of  grace and God's 
sovereignty combine to create a tale I 
couldn't read fast enough, yet didn't want 

to end." Learn more at www.northkill.com.  
	 The Chamberlain Key, which Bob coauthored with Timothy Smith, an appraiser of  
artifacts and antiquities who unravels a series of  breathtaking Bible discoveries, has inspired a 
major History Channel television movie to debut Easter week 2018! The book will be reissued 
in 2018 as God Code. Look for it in your bookstore and TV! 
	 In May, Bob’s book, The Bard and the Bible: A Shakespeare Devotional, won the 2017 Selah 
Awards Book of  the Year (see photo, below, with his agent, Steve Laube, and editor, Pamela 
Clements). Learn more (including details of  a weekly podcast) at www.bardandbible.com.  
	 In July, Bob accepted a position as literary agent with The Steve Laube Agency, one of  

the most respected agencies in Christian 
publishing today, representing an impressive 
array of  authors. His first client was signed the 
day the position was officially accepted, and 
dozens more have been added since then. 
	 Also in 2017, Bob signed on as executive 
editor for the Christian Writers Institute, the 
“one-stop online Christian writers’ conference,” 
offering online video and audio courses, books, 
and other resources for the enjoyment and 
development of  Christian writers. Learn more at 
www.christianwritersinstitute.com. 
	 Bob’s next book will be a delightful children’s 

book, currently titled Don’t Close Your Eyes. The contract was signed on November 29. Other 
projects are in the works, so stay tuned. 

BEST OF 2017
BOOKS 

The Uncommon Reader (Bennett)  
A World Lost (Berry) 

Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury) 
Ragtime (Doctorow)  

Billy Bathgate (Doctorow)  
The 28th of  Iyar (Feldman) 

Payne Hollow (Hubbard)  
The Weight of  Ink (Kadish)  
The Year of  Lear (Shapiro) 

Hillbilly Elegy (Vance)

MOVIES 
Dunkirk 

Goodbye Christopher Robin 
The Star 

The Beauty & the Beast

PERFORMANCES 
Aronoff  Center: Beautiful 

KY Shakespeare Bard-a-Thon: 
Much Ado About Nothing 

Shakespeare in the Park: The 
Merry Wives of  Windsor 

Cincy Shakespeare: 2 Henry VI, 
The Tempest, 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

TELEVISION 
Upstart Crow 

Modern Family 
The Queen 

Victoria 

SCENERY 
Akaka Falls (Hilo, HI) 

Waimea Canyon (Kaua’i, HI) 
Haleakala Crater (Lahaina, HI) 

EATERIES 
Montgomery Inn Boathouse 

(Cinti., OH) 
Patxi’s Pizza (Campbell, CA) 

DESTINATIONS 
Iolani Palace (Honolulu, HI) 
Pearl Harbor (Honolulu, HI) 
Mt. Hermon Conference Center 

(Santa Cruz, CA) 

CHURCHES 
Christ Church (Glendale, OH) 

The Point (San Jose, CA) 
Wooddale Church (Eden Prairie, 

MN) 
Bay Presbyterian (Bay Village, OH)

MIDWEEK MIDRASH 
In January, Robin and Bob gathered a 
“Midweek Midrash” group for no-holds-
barred weekly Bible studies with good friends 
who would mostly tolerate Bob’s antics. The 
study blessed their Wednesday evenings all 
year with laughter and learning, culminating 
in a November “Friendsgiving" (pictured with 
Bob and Robin at right: Carl & Pam 
Thompson, Jim & Anne Helwig, Patty Boggs 
Milthaler, Ted Slye, Larry & Janet Ashcraft, 
Leigh & Chris Russell). 

AUTHOR, AGENT, MORE, OH MY

http://www.christianwritersinstitute.com
http://www.christianwritersinstitute.com


TO: 

HOSTETLER  
2336 Gardner Road 
Hamilton OH 45013

Though Bob’s speaking calendar tends to fill up nine to twelve months in advance, he 
still has some availability in 2018. If  you want to book him (for conferences, retreats, 
church services, or bar mitzvah’s), you should contact him now—especially if  your event 
is in California (wink, wink). His schedule as it stands now:  

Feb. 16-18	 Asheville Christian Writers’ Conference (Asheville, NC)  
Feb. 21-24	 Florida Christian Writers’ Conference (Orlando, FL) 
May 2-5      	 Blue Lake Christian Writers’ Retreat (Andalusia, AL) 
May 20-24	 Blue Ridge Mountains Christian Writers Conference (Asheville, NC) 	 	  
June 13-16	 Write-to-Publish Christian Writers Conference, (Wheaton, IL) 
July 8-11	 Int’l Christian Retailing Show (CBA), (Nashville, TN) 
July 20-26       Montrose Christian Writers’ Conference (Montrose, PA) 
July 27-29       Hochstetler N. American Family Gathering (Berlin, OH) 
Aug. 3-4         	Taylor University Christian Writers’ Conference (Upland, IN) 
Aug. 20-23	 Oregon Christian Writers’ Conference (Jantzen Beach, OR) 
Sept. 20-23	 ACFW Annual Conference (Nashville, TN) 
Oct. 4-7	 reNEW New England Writers’ Retreat (Hartford, CT) 

While that travel and speaking schedule is about as full as Bob can manage, he still may be 
persuaded to squeeze in your event. To find out, check his website (www.bobhostetler.com/
speaking-schedule) for the most current schedule, confirm that Krispy Kreme donuts 
will be available at your event, and then contact him using the contact page on the 
website (or via any of  the means listed on p. 1 inside this newsletter). 

WILL SPEAK FOR FOOD 


