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A CHRISTMAS 
BLESSING  

The light of  the Christmas 
star to you;  
The warmth of  a home 
and hearth to you;  
The cheer and good will of  
friends to you; 
The hope of  a childlike 
heart to you;  
The joy of  a thousand 
angels to you;  
The love of  the Son and 
God’s peace to you. 

From an old Irish blessing

The more things change for Robin and Bob Hostetler, the less anything 
stays the same. That’s not how the saying goes, of  course, but that’s 
how life goes for them. If  2018 was a sitcom, it began as Full House and 
will come to a close as Empty Nest (at least it’s not Perfect Strangers or The 
Golden Girls). They both stopped counting their birthdays and celebrated 
their forty-first wedding anniversary in June 2018. Robin continued her 
counseling and supervising work at Access Counseling Services in 
Middletown, Ohio, and Bob is still writing, speaking, and agenting (see 
page 2). Among the year’s highlights for them were stimulating weekly 
Bible studies with their “midrash group,” trips to California, and 
continued involvement in their Vineyard Cincinnati Church. After a 
Thanksgiving-week vacation with their kids and grandkids in Las 
Vegas, Bob and Robin returned home to Ohio with full hearts. 

THE EMPTY NEST RETURNS

Ways to Keep Up with Bob & Robin 
(or, as is more likely, Robin via Bob) 

Website: www.bobhostetler.com 
Facebook: Bob Hostetler 

Author page: facebook.com/
AuthorBobHostetler 
Twitter: bobhoss



BEST OF 2018
BOOKS 

Fools and Mortals (Cornwell) 
The Book That Matters Most 

(Hood) 
A Column of  Fire (Follett) 

The Big 50 (Dotson, Garber) 
The Bookshop of  Yesterdays 

(Meyerson) 
Misreading Scripture Through 

Western Eyes (Richards, O'Brien) 
Billy Budd (Melville)

MOVIES 
I Can Only Imagine 
Christopher Robin 

Woman Walks Ahead 
Little Women 

King Lear 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society

PERFORMANCES 
CIBC Theatre: Hamilton 

Cinti Shakespeare: Othello 
Shakespeare in the Park: A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Cherokee NC: Alison Krauss in 

Concert

TELEVISION 
Last Man Standing 

The Rookie 
The Goldbergs 

Victoria 
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel

EATERIES 
Boyd & Wurthmann (Berlin OH) 

The Chapter (Cincinnati OH) 
Pizzeria Monzú (Las Vegas NV)

DESTINATIONS 
Hochstetler Family Gathering 

(Berlin OH) 
Butterfly Show at Krohn 

Conservatory (Cincinnati OH) 
Dodger Stadium (Los Angeles CA) 

Apple Park (Cupertino CA)

CHURCHES 
Trinity Episcopal (Hamilton OH) 

Salvation Army Citadel 
(Cincinnati OH)  

Berlin Mennonite (Berlin OH) 
Salvation Army (Lima OH)

NEARER TO THE HEART OF GOD
Our family said a tearful farewell this past 
summer to the lovely Robin’s beloved mom, 
Vivian Lucille (Cravens) Wright, affectionately 
known as “Sue” and “Susie” to many. She had 
been failing for some time, and transitioned 
peacefully into her reward on Wednesday, June 
27, 2018, from her home at Otterbein 
Retirement Community in Lebanon, Ohio. She 
was 86 (born February 26, 1932 in Chillicothe, 
Ohio).  
	 Her family fondly remembers and imitates 
her fudge and potato salad and cherishes 
memories of  her delight in family, family 
gatherings and traveling to places such as 

Branson, Gatlinburg, Myrtle Beach, New York City, etc. She loved children, 
especially babies; country music, especially Conway Twitty; the Cincinnati 
Reds, especially Johnny Bench and Devin Mesoraco; and sweet tea. 
	 Robin’s dad, Richard “Dick” Wright, still lives at Otterbein. He is a 
healthy eighty-eight and, though of  course he misses his wife of  sixty-seven 
years, is doing well—as long as he has a cup of  coffee and a newspaper.

OF THE MAKING OF BOOKS 
Bob’s literary 
pursuits 
continue, despite 
all appeals to the 
contrary. In his 
first full year as a 
literary agent, he  
closed deals on 
twenty books for 
his clients in 
2018. His article 
writing appeared 
in such 
magazines as Mature Living and The Lookout. As a 
blogger, he contributed daily to his daily prayer 

blog at oneprayeraday.com and weekly to “A Thousand Ways to Pray” (on 
guideposts.com) and the Steve Laube Agency blog (stevelaube.com). As an 
author, he completed two books that will be released in 2019 (and are 
available NOW for preorder): Don’t Close Your Eyes (his first children’s 
book, a silly rhyming bedtime read) and Closer to God, one of  the Our 
Daily Bread Guide to Everyday Life series.

http://oneprayeraday.com
http://guideposts.com
http://stevelaube.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/140020951X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=bobhostecom-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=140020951X&linkId=37dd40ac733d8ac315385f7468531a3d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1627079297/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=bobhostecom-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1627079297&linkId=d6dd57d88cae34146d30aab76d9a4bb4
http://oneprayeraday.com
http://guideposts.com
http://stevelaube.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/140020951X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=bobhostecom-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=140020951X&linkId=37dd40ac733d8ac315385f7468531a3d
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1627079297/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=bobhostecom-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1627079297&linkId=d6dd57d88cae34146d30aab76d9a4bb4


As much as Bob would like the world to come to his doorstep, 
it’s just not happening, so he and the lovely Robin took to the 
road (and sky) again in 2018. They journeyed in January to 
Wisconsin and a performance of  Hamilton in Chicago with 
Robin’s little sister, Mariruth and family (above left). They 
also took a couple trips to California, since their kids and 
grandkids are so inconsiderate as to live there now; on the 
bright side, they did get to see the Reds beat the Dodgers at 
Dodger Stadium (top right). Bob’s speaking ministry took him 
to various spots in Ohio and North Carolina, as well as 
Florida, Alabama, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Indiana, 
Connecticut, and Kansas. Bob and Robin joined family—
Don and Arvilla, Larry and Dovie—for a memorable 

weekend in Holmes County, Ohio, at the Quinquennial 
Hochstetler Family North American Gathering in July. Bob 
and Robin also managed a September visit to their favorite 
Westgate resort in Gatlinburg, TN, which included a 
delightful Alison Krauss concert over the mountain in 
Cherokee, NC. In October, they toured the Neil Armstrong 
Air and Space Museum in Wapakoneta, Ohio (center, above), 
and afterward took a drive through old haunts in Findlay, 
Tiffin, and Lima. They capped their travels with a 
Thanksgiving-week resort vacation with their kids and 
grandkids (and Thanksgiving Day with Bob’s Aunt Dorothy 
and cousins Linda and Glen Madsen)  in the Las Vegas, NV, 
area. 

SWEET HOME CALIFORNIA 
They really did 
it. The Aubrey 
and Kevin 
McCane family 
ended their Ohio 
residency and 
moved in mid-
March 2018 to 
Rancho Cuca-
monga (no, 
seriously, that’s 
its name) in the 
LA area. Avery 
turned four in 
September, and 
gets sassier every day. Third-grader Calleigh turned nine 
in November. First-grader Ryder will turn seven at 
December’s end. Kevin works at a production company in 
Burbank (and doesn’t mind the two-hour commute). 
Aubrey enjoys her job with Collaborative Solutions (and 
even her job-related travel to Vegas, Denver, San 
Francisco, etc.). The weather seems to agree with them; 
Calleigh and Ryder are getting good quarterly doctors’ 
reports (both cope daily with cystic fibrosis). The family 
loves their home, neighborhood, school, and proximity to 
Universal Studios. They also enjoy being within a day’s’ 
drive of  Aaron and Nina and family in San Jose and 
Kevin’s brother Alex and wife Maggie in Tucson. 

HITHER, THITHER, AND WHITHER

CALIFORNIA IN MY MIND 
The Aaron and 
Nina Hostetler 
family have now 
lived in San Jose, 
California for 
almost five years. 
Unbelievable. It 
looks like they’re 
going to stay (sigh). 
Mia turned nine 
last February and 
is in fourth grade, 
for crying out loud. 
She loves playing 
soccer (although 

she recently fractured her hand in a skateboarding tumble, 
which cut short her 2018 soccer season, which was shaping 
up nicely; but at least she doesn’t have to wear a cast, just a 
brace for a few weeks). Miles turned eleven last June, and is 
now a sixth-grader, for crying out loud. He enjoys 
participating in Boy Scouts and helping to run the sound 
system in the kids’ ministry at church. Aaron still works at 
Apple, doing super-secret stuff  with super-secret people. 
Nina works from home (when she doesn’t have meetings in 
San Francisco) as a StitchFix stylist, making the world better 
through wise fashion choices. The family worships together 
at San Jose’s The Point Church, where Aaron and Nina 
frequently lead worship. 



TO: 

HOSTETLER  
2336 Gardner Road 
Hamilton OH 45013

Since becoming a literary agent, Bob’s speaking calendar has filled with more writer’s conferences than he has done in the past—
but he still enjoys speaking at churches, pastors’ retreats, men’s conferences, and other events. Though his 2019 schedule (below) is 
nearly as full as he can manage, he still has some availability, given the 
right circumstances. If  you want to book him (for conferences, retreats, 
church services, or bar mitzvahs), you should contact him now—
especially if  your event is in California, Tahiti, or Bora Bora. His 
schedule at the moment:  

Feb 15-16	 West Coast Christian Writers Conference (Pleasanton CA) 
Feb. 22-24	 Asheville Christian Writers Conference (Asheville, NC) 
Mar. 6-10	 Florida Christian Writers Conference (Leesburg, FL) 
Mar. 15-16	 Mid-South Christian Writers Conference (Memphis, TN) 
Mar. 27-30	 Blue Lake Christian Writers Conference (Andalusia, AL) 
May 19-23	 Blue Ridge Mts. Christian Writers Conference (Asheville NC)  
June 19-23	 SoCal Christian Writers Conference (Los Angeles, CA) 
Aug 2-3	 Taylor U Christian Writers Conference (Upland IN)  
Aug 12-15	 Oregon Christian Writers Conference (Portland OR)  
Sept 26-29	 ACFW Christian Writers Conference (San Antonio TX)  

If  you wish to book Bob for an event, check his website 
(www.bobhostetler.com/speaking-schedule) for the most current 
schedule, confirm that Krispy Kreme donuts will be available at your 
event, and then contact him using the contact page on the website (or 
via any of  the means listed on p. 1 inside this newsletter). 

STOP! AND LISTEN TO BOB SPEAK 


