
American Idols group study guide           by Dawn Owens 

 

Session 14: The Modern Baal   
 
RULES FOR THE ROAD:   
These studies are designed to be as user-friendly as possible so that you as a group 
leader will need only to download, browse through, possibly do some light 
preparations, and head to the study. In order to facilitate ease of use, cues are 
provided throughout the study to indicate:  

1. when you read aloud to the group (Bold text),  
2. when you ask questions to the group (bulleted italics), or  
3. when you have the group or individual group members read (Underline text).  

 
There is no “student guide” for the use of group members. Their primary tools will 
be the book, American Idols, their Bibles, and an occasional handout provided by 
you (provided in each group study). 
 
Please note also that the studies are set up with the assumption that some 
participants will not have read the American Idols chapter prior to doing the study. 
Therefore, there may be times that pieces of the text will need to be copied for 
them to follow along. 
 
PACKING YOUR BAGS: 

1. Bring a stop watch or a regular watch with you for Round 2 of the study.  
2. Have Bibles available in case someone comes to the study without a Bible. 
3. Bring a few extra pens and paper for them to take notes as necessary. 

 
MEETING THE CAST:   
Begin by asking everyone to state his or her first and last name, and respond 
briefly to the question,  
 

• If the money in your wallet or purse could talk right now, what would it say… 
and why? 

 
Explain that you’ll go first so others have time to think (which also gives you the 
opportunity to show by example how briefly you expect others to respond), then 
proceed around the circle. 
 
After everyone has had a chance to respond, take a few moments to open this 
study in prayer. 
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REVIEW OF LAST WEEK’S EPISODE: 
In our last session together, before we adjourned, I asked you to do some 
homework. I requested that each one of you take some time to review the 
questions on page 180 to see if there were any questions God wanted to 
answer for you.  
 

• Was anyone able to take the time to ask God those questions? If so, would 
you be willing to share what God showed you? 

 
• Has your perspective on comfort changed since our last study? If so, how? 

 
ROUND 1: 
Money, money, money, mon-ey.  TV commercials, movies, magazines, 
shopping centers, college campuses, schools, billboards it’s everywhere. 
“Money, credit cards, loans get it quick, get it now, we’ll show you how.” 
Without it you’re broke, with it you have “the world at your fingertips.” 
At least, that’s what the world wants you to think. And that’s what 
Jesus says gets us into trouble. Money, in and of itself, is not a bad 
thing. It pays our bills, buys us clothing and food, and puts a roof over 
our heads and heat or air conditioning through our vents. But when we 
begin to focus on money, depend on it, and even worship it is where the 
trouble begins.  
 
The author calls this idol, “The Modern Baal.” But is this baal really so 
modern? Sure, its form today may be different than it was in Bible 
times, but didn’t the Isrealites have the same problems with it that we 
struggle with today?  
 
Okay, so maybe we’re not tossing our coins and jewelry in a fire to make 
a golden calf to worship, but don’t we toss our money into accounts that 
we can watch grow and grow, or clothing to show off to our friends, or 
nice cars and homes we can worship?  
 
Our author examines further how the worship of money can really get in 
the way of our worship of God. Let’s turn in our books to read how being 
rich can affect our perspective on money.   
 
There are three c’s the author mentions in this chapter which can affect 
our worship of God, all of them stemming from money being a “Dangerous 
Commodity.” 

 
• What do you think the phrase, “dangerous commodity,” means? 
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• What are the three c’s the author outlines as the frequent effects of 

money in our lives? 
 

• How do you think corrosion takes place? 
 

• What do you think is the problem with corruption? 
 

• How do you think we can fall into complacency? 
 
Let’s go further in our books to read about Baal. On page 189 the author 
describes for us (in the section titled “Then and Now”) what Baal is and 
why it was worshipped.  
 
Have someone read the first three paragraphs of this section. 
 

• Do you think Baal is still prevalent in our society today? Why or why 
not? 

 
• Do you think it is relatively easy for someone to worship Baal? If so, 

why? If not, why? 
 
 
ROUND 2:  
Money can prevent us from full devotion to God. It can project a false 
impression to others around us, it can give us a flawed perspective, and it can 
persuade a final decision. The author gives examples of each of these, using 
Scripture to back up his thesis on pages 191-198. To put this idol into 
perspective we will go through an exercise using the Scriptures and examples 
given by the author, to mount a case either for or against the worship of 
money. I am going to split you up into two different groups.  Take a moment to 
split group members into even groups, using whatever method you choose.  
 
The first team will use these examples to defend the author’s arguments 
against idol worship. The second team will take the contrary view; that is, 
they will try to make a convincing case for why money should be the focus of 
our attention. Each side will have 10 minutes to prepare their statements. 
Choose one person on each team to present. Once side one has presented their 
case, side two will be able to present theirs. Each side has only 3 minutes to 
present their cases. Once side two is finished, I will give you 5 minutes to 
prepare closing statements. Side one will be allowed 3 minutes to defend their 
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arguments. Then side two will have 3 minutes to defend theirs.  Are you 
ready? 
 
You have 10 minutes to prepare your cases. 
 
Make sure you pay very close attention to the time. . It would be easy to go over 
the time allotted if you do not have a close eye on your watch.  If the teams are 
uneven you can have the uneven person keep time rather than participate in the 
activity on one of the teams  
 
After 10 minutes are up on the clock… 
 
Team 1, you have 3 minutes to present your case. Keep a close watch on the 
time.  
 
After 3 minutes…  
 
Thank you, team 1. Now, team 2, you can take 3 minutes to defend your case.  
 
After 3 minutes... 
 
Thank you, team 2. You both now have 5 minutes to prepare your closing 
arguments. Closing arguments can last only 2 minutes.  
 
After 5 minutes… 
 
You each have 2 minutes to present your closing arguments. Team 1, you’ll 
begin.  
 
After 2 minutes… 
 
Thank you, team 1. Team 2, you’re up.  
 
After 2 minutes… 
 
Thank you, team 2.  
 
THE JUDGES REVIEW 
 
After you have finished the activity, bring the group back together to process with 
the following questions: 
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• What do you think was the purpose of that activity? 
 
• Team 1, how were you feeling during the debate? 

 
• Team 2, how were you feeling during the debate? 

 
• What were some of the themes that arose in our debate today? 

 
• If you could have picked which side to be on, would you have preferred to 

have been on the other team? If so, why? 
 

• Was there a Scripture reference used at any point of time that particularly 
hit home for you? If so, what was it? 

 
• Which team do you think won this debate? Why? 

 
• Which team do you think usually wins the debate in our daily lives? 

 
THE VOTES ARE IN: 
The worship of Baal will lead you to riches, maybe. But it will lead you to 
destruction, for sure. Throughout our time today we learned how money can 
make a person feel powerful or weak.  
 

• What are some ways you can guard yourself against worshipping money? 
 
• Are there some changes you need to make in the way you think about money? 

If yes, what are they? 
 

• Are there some changes you need to make in how you handle money? 
 
COMMERCIAL BREAK:  
We are going to end our session today by praying for one another about the 
worship of money. Whether we recognize it or not, whether we are currently 
experiencing it or not, everyone has or will have an issue with money for a 
season in their lives. In just a moment, I’d like for you to separate into groups 
of two or three and take a couple of moments to pray for each other in 
whatever way the Lord may lead you.  
 
But first… review next week and then divide into groups for the closing prayer 
time.  
 
PREVIEWS OF NEXT WEEK: 
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 Next meeting’s time, date and location: 
 Assignment: Read chapter 15 of American Idols. 
 Please read through study 15 to prepare. 
 Make sure you make copies of the Mary and Martha test at the end of the 

next chapter.  
 
 
 
 
 


